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ANIMAL WELFARE ACT 
Statement by Parliamentary Secretary 

HON DARREN WEST (Agricultural — Parliamentary Secretary) [1.02 pm]: I read this statement on behalf 
of the Minister for Agriculture and Food in my capacity as her parliamentary secretary. 
Our community has strong expectations that we have robust measures to protect the welfare of animals. We 
understand that the humane treatment of animals is an important marker of a strong community. It is particularly 
important for our livestock producers that we have credible standards and monitoring regimes to protect our reputation 
with consumers and investors who are becoming increasingly engaged in animal welfare issues. We delivered our 
first tranche of animal welfare reform in 2018 through legislative changes that permitted national standards to be 
enforced in Western Australia. Since then, regulations have been developed for several standards and are now fully 
operational in this state. 
We then commenced the major public review of the Animal Welfare Act. We released the report of that review in 
2021 and committed to legislating its key reforms. The new legislation will move from a focus on punishing acts 
of cruelty to ensuring the establishment of clear standards of care for animals and the appropriate monitoring of 
those standards. 
Although these matters are complex, we are making real progress. The second draft of the bill is almost complete, 
and outstanding complex issues are being worked through. We are confident that we will have the draft bill ready 
for consultation in March next year, with the final bill being introduced in the third quarter of next year. 
I want to thank the teams at the Department of Primary Industries and Regional Development and the Parliamentary 
Counsel’s Office for their dedication to getting this very important reform legislation right. 
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